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I have to consider and illustrate quicquid agunt
homines; I have to treat of characters, of the history
of families, of trade and manufactures, as contracts
concerning them are the foundations of many lawsuits;
in short, the variety of subjects of which fragments
pass through my mind, as a pleader, engages my atten-
tion ; and, as upon most occasions, I become warmly
desirous of my client's success. There is the agitation
of contest, and sometimes, in a certain degree, the
triumph of victory; but there is also sometimes the
discouragement of defeat.

Since I came down I have seen Mr. David Hume
several times. I know you love to hear little anec-
dotes of him, so I shall endeavour to cull as many as
I can. I first saw him one forenoon that I called on
him ; he had Macpherson's History before him, and
he said it was the worst style he had ever read, and
that Macpherson had written his two volumes in quarto
in six weeks ; he said he himself did not like to con-
tinue the History of England further down, because
we have not yet had access to papers sufficient to let
us know, with authenticity, the state of affairs; and it
was disagreeable to write history which afterwards
might be proved not to be true. He spoke highly of
the "Histoire Philosophique et Politique," and I won-
dered to find him excuse very easily the author of that
book, for translating long passages from English writers
without quoting them, but just ingrafting the passages
into his text He said there are about fifteen pages
translated from his History, but he complained of one
mistake. He has mentioned that the clergy carried
their claim of tithes to so strange an excess that they
insisted to have a tenth of the gain of courtesans; the
Frenchman, mistaking courtesans for courtuam (cour-
tiers) in his own language, makes the tenth to be of